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A screening of the documentary 
fi lm “SUNÚ” and panel discussion 
in the Martin Luther King Jr. Library 
Tuesday night featured Mexican 
farmers whose lives have been 
shaped by maize, or corn.
“SUNÚ” shared stories of farmers 
who plant native corn the traditional 
ways their ancestors had for thousands 
of years. It showed families harvesting 
ears by hand, leading horses with 
wooden plows and planting seeds by 
jabbing knife-carved wooden sticks 
into the ground.  
Genetically-modifi ed corn, however, 
is threatening their communities. 
“In Mexico, corn is not only a seed,” 
director and producer Teresa Camou 
Guerrero said. “It means everything, 
it means life. It means the economy. 
So if we don’t fi ght for it, it’s letting go 
of our roots and letting a transnational 
cooperation decide how we’re going 
to live our lives.”
The documentary included 
Start-Up Nation Technology Fair 
presented local Israeli companies that 
showcased their technology and provided 
internship opportunities to a packed 
audience of San Jose State students last 
night in the Student Union Ballroom.
Israel Ideas and Hasbara Fellowships 
are a joint initiative making up Start-
Up Nation Technology Fair. The 
company started in 2015 on two college 
campuses and has now expanded over 
20 campuses coming to SJSU for the 
fi rst time this year.
Start-Up Nation Technology Fair 
features Israeli startup companies in 
the area of the college campuses they 
are visiting.
“The purpose of the event is to present 
all the great technology coming from the 
Middle East,” said economics junior Yoni 
Feldman, the head student organizing 
the event. “Most students think when 
they hear about Israel is what they see 
on TV. The event was partly organized 
to give students a different outlook on 
the Middle East.”
Mark Cohen, the founder of Israel Ideas, 
says Start-Up Nation Technology Fair 
will educate almost 5,000 students this 
year about Israel beyond the confl ict. This 
is an effort to teach students about Israel 
beyond what they see in the media.
Cohen’s motivation to start his company 
came from when he visited Israel and 
noticed that there was a story that needed 
to be told. He shared with the audience 
that there are more startups per capita in 
Israel than anywhere else in the world.
“There’s a lack of fear of failure in Israel, 
which is creating serial entrepreneurs,” 
Cohen said.
The event featured a panel where 
four CEO’s of different Israeli based 
companies told their stories, what 
motivated them to become entrepreneurs 
and gave advice to students on how to 
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Students look at innovative technology such as VR gear at the Israeli company booths at the Start-Up Nation Technology Fair outside the Student Union Ballroom.
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Mental health is a topic that is not talked 
about as often as it should. Angela Krumm, 
a psychologist from Feel Good Institute, 
visited San Jose State to talk about mental 
health and stigma.
The presentation began with Krumm’s 
personal experiences dealing with family 
members she lost to suicide because they 
were depressed and did not want to be helped.
“My uncle sweared he would bring out 
the guns if anyone tried to get him help,” 
Krumm said. 
The Public Relations Student Society 
Association (PRSSA) put together this event 
and brought in Krumm to inform students 
about mental health and the pros and cons of 
mental health issues.
“This is the fi rst event within this 
competition. We are partnered with 
Bateman PR fi rm,” public relations senior 
Trevor Aldana said. “We get a month to raise 
awareness and this year we picked mental 
awareness and how to spark a conversation.”
Krumm went on to talk about stigmas, 
social and perceived. The stigmas are 
discriminations directed toward those 
who struggle with mental health, which 
makes individuals feel ashamed and even 
avoid treatment.
“There are not obvious struggles with 
mental health,” Krumm said.
Some signs of struggle with mental health 
include personality change, agitation, 
withdrawal, poor self-care and hopelessness.
People can distance themselves from their 
mental illness because they do not want 
others to know what is really going on. 
There are many barriers that may prevent 
people from seeking treatment.
“When someone hears the word mental, 
there are just bad connotations around that 
word,” Krumm said. “Getting rid of that 
stereotype is the fi rst step to be accepting.”
Krumm made the audience interact with 
her by asking questions about how the 
audience felt and what they knew about 
mental health.
“The main way to reduce the stigma of 
mental health and illness is to change the 
climate around the stigma,” Krumm said.
According to the Feel Good Institute, 
normalizing mental health and sharing 
experiences will help others reduce false 
stereotypes about the topic. The thought 
of being able to “fi x” people is a type of 
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Attendees wrote encouraging messages and advice on 
mirrors at the Mental Health event on Tuesday.
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San Jose State University’s offi cial salsa team Spartan Mambo performed a choreographed dance routine at the Oracle Arena during the Warriors vs 
76ers halftime show on Tuesday. The performance was part of the National Basketball League’s Latino Heritage Night, which is meant to celebrate 
cultural diversity. The stadium was packed with audience members that were captivated by the team’s performance.
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Spartan Mambo dances at Warriors game
interviews with an official from the 
Mexico Department of Agriculture 
who pushed the usage of hybrid 
and genetically-modified seeds. He 
emphasized how genetically-modified 
corn seeds could increase crop yield and 
increase the protein content. 
Despite this message of wanting to 
fight hunger and malnutrition, using 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) 
can have devastating effects.
The panel following the film discussed 
how Monsanto, a transnational 
agrochemical and agricultural 
biotechnology corporation, is currently 
pushing to legalize genetically-modified 
corn in Mexico. 
Retired social work professor Gilbert 
Villagran said that the corporation 
has figured out how to prevent seeds 
from germinating.  
“Usually you take the seeds and you 
plant them, you eat the corn, and you 
save some of it to plant,” Villagran said. 
“[Monsanto seeds] won’t grow. It’s called 
a killer seed. That’s incredible. The 
whole world will have to buy new seeds 
every year.”
Monoculture, the planting of one 
crop variety, can also create conflict. 
Villagran said if the crop fails, then 
people starve. 
Monsanto and other GMO 
corporations further require that 
their seeds be planted in one 
uniform way. 
Many of the native corn variety 
farmers in the documentary expressed 
pride for the multicolored,  diverse 
species their families nurture. In the 
eight states and 22 villages Guerrero 
said she visited while filming, families 
not only grow corn, but base their 
diets on it. 
Grinding corn paste and cooking 
tortillas were shown as a core part of 
their culture in a world where people 
increasingly buy their food instead of 
making it at home. 
In San Jose, organizers of La Defensa 
del Maiz San Jose, a collaboration 
of people defending the ancient non-
GMO seeds, also grow their own corn. 
Angelica Martinez and her husband 
spoke on the panel with Guerrero to 
share their organization’s mission to 
educate people about corn. 
“Every time we go to a new community, 
people don’t know what’s happening,” 
Martinez said. “A lot of the tradition 
has been lost. My father didn’t really 
show me how to grow corn because he 
was working.”
Martinez added that she grows her 
own corn partly to reclaim her culture. 
As a mother, she wants her children to 
know their roots. 
The documentary and discussion 
both highlighted how Mexico is the 
central origin of corn and Mexicans are 
“children of corn.”
“There’s a lot of philosophy and 
creation stories that relate to us coming 
from corn,” Martinez said. “The 
[Mayan] creator was making humans...
if they were made out of clay they fell 
apart, if they were made of wood they 
didn’t have a heart, but when he made 
them out of corn they were the perfect 
human being.”
Director and producer Teresa Camou 
Guerrero said she hopes she can combine 
the farmer and consumer movement 
against GMOs with “SUNÚ.”
“We don’t think about how food is 
being processed,” Guerrero said. “Or if 
we do think about it, it’s their issue, not 
ours. But we the consumers can really 
change and help the situation because 
we can still choose how we want to live 
our lives and where we want our food to 
come from.”
negative stigma, which can lead to bad 
results such as suicide. Supporting others 
and being a good listener can help those 
struggling with mental illness to come 
forward and seek help.  
Krumm introduced the audience to the 
counseling and psychological services 
(CAPS) counselors and what services 
they provide. 
The group Active Minds was also 
present to talk about mental awareness 
on SJSU campus.
“Treatment and counseling works for 
a lot of folks,” Krumm said. “It is an 
amazing process.”
There are a lot of options for treatment. 
It is not the same as getting an x-ray for 
a broken foot and doing physical therapy. 
It is a detailed process to see what 
works for each individual dealing with 
mental health issues.
The issue should be discussed more 
often because it occurs frequently in the 
United States.
According to Newsweek, nearly one 
in fi ve Americans suffer from a form 
of mental illness, which is over 40 
million people.
“Mental health is very common,” 
Krumm said. “We need to accept that.”
succeed in start-up companies.
“The key is to fi gure out in your early 
years what your passion is and then when 
you fi gure it out to give it your all,” said 
Lior Koriat, CEO of Quali, a computer 
software company.
 A realistic view of what students 
lives will look like if they decide to 
become entrepreneurs was discussed by 
the panel.
“If you want to know what it is like 
to work for a small start-up just go to 
Great America and ride a roller coaster,” 
said Moshik Raccah CEO of Silo, a 
professional networking site. 
The CEOs explained that Israel is 
similar to the Bay Area in terms that it 
is a very concentrated area of innovation.
After the panel discussion, 
approximately 12 Israeli companies had 
booths lined up along the outside of the 
student union ballroom, giving students 
the opportunity to network.
Juan Rosero, a psychology 
sophomore, attended the event in 
hopes of getting a possible internship.
“I have high aspirations,” Rosero 
said Cohen is optimistic in his 
company expanding. 
As Start-Up Nation Technology 
Fair grows, he wants to help create an 
understanding between different groups 
of people.
He explained that similarly to how 
some do not want other countries to 
envision the United States just based on 
our politics, he wants others to see Israel 
as more than just what is presented on 
the media.
“I hope to expand and show parts of 
Israel on a holistic view,” Cohen said. “I 
want to shine light beyond the confl ict.”
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Scientists to stage worldwide march for support
In response to President Donald Trump’s 
administration policy changes on science, scientists 
will be pushing the data behind for a day to 
demand change.
The March for Science, planned for Earth Day, 
April 22, will gather scientists and citizens alike 
in Washington D.C. and at nearly 400 other 
satellite marches.
“Part of science is to communicate with science in 
an effective way,” said meteorology lecturer  Arthur 
Eiserloh. “If politicians aren’t getting the message, 
then they [scientists] are gonna find another way to get 
the message across.”
Since Trump’s inauguration, the White House web 
links on climate change have disappeared. CNN 
reported that the National Park Service’s Twitter 
account had some tweets removed and was temporarily 
banned by the administration, alleging hacking.
The idea for the March for Science grew out of 
the success of the Women’s March in January. 
Marches are currently planned on every continent 
except Antarctica. 
“I think there’s a valid argument to be made in 
getting people to leave their house and and show up 
and join a movement,” said biology professor Luke 
Miller. “It’s a first step [that] can create future buy in.”
In a segment on NPR, biologist at the University 
of Chicago Jerry Coyne argued that the March for 
Science would turn it into a partisan event rather than 
a “celebration of science,” as the March for Science 
website calls it. Some professors at SJSU disagree.
“I don’t think there’s any danger in the scientific 
method becoming partisan,” said physics professor 
Ken Wharton. “It’s a method to search for truth.”
Trump has constantly denied any evidence of 
climate change.
Later this week, Reuters announced that he is 
going to sign executive orders to roll back President 
Barack Obama’s efforts to address climate change. It 
will reportedly undo the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Clean Power Plan, an initiative that requires 
states to cut down on carbon dioxide emissions. 
The plan never moved forward as it was blocked by 
Republicans challenging the initiative. 
“Science has a positive role to play in politics,” Miller 
said. “I hope it help creates a community connection.”
The March for Science already has over 60 
partnerships to assist in enlarging its reach. Partners 
include NextGen Climate and Sigma Xi, the scientific 
research society. 
Despite the seemingly large pool of support, the 
scientific community has been pressing for help for 
what seems like ages.
“As much polarization [there] is in the country, 
there’s a broad agreement in the world,” Wharton said. 
“People want clean air and water, effective health 
care, no rising sea levels.”
Protests erupted in Los Angeles in the 1950s and 
1960s against air pollution by smog. “Silent Spring,” 
written by Rachel Carson in 1962, documented the 
effects of pesticides on the environment.
At the American Geophysical Union’s fall meeting in 
San Francisco last December, Eiserloh said scientists 
staged a small silent protest. 
“Everyone needs to know the facts and that’s a big 
part of science,” Eiserloh said. “They can ignore it 
all they want, but it’s only gonna make things worse.”
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Deadline to apply for 
graduation: March 20
Planning on graduating in 
Spring or Summer 2018?
Checklist
1. Review the graduation requirements for your 
major
2. Check MySJSU and view My Progress Report 
to see if you have any outstanding GE 
requirements to complete
3. Meet with an Academic Advisor from your 
major
4. Complete all university level requirements 
before your graduation date
5. Fill out your major form and get it put into a 
department sealed envelope
6. If you have a minor, fill out your minor form 
and get it put into a department sealed envelope
7. Fill out your graduation application and get it 
signed by your major advisor
8. Turn in all forms to Window R in the Student 
Services Center or mail it to the Registrar’s 
Office
Information from http://www.sjsu.edu/registrar/docs/grad_app.pdf
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Sergio and Angelica Martinez discuss their homegrown corn and its importance to Mexican culture.
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COFFEE SHOP REVIEW
Caff eine lovers welcome Devout Coff ee Bar to SJ
Downtown San Jose residents are now 
able to experience the caffeine-fi lled 
wonder that is Devout Coffee. 
Sitting inside the newly-opened 
Forager Tasting Room and Eatery, 
Devout coffee bar offers the downtown 
community the same quality artisanal 
coffee and trendy ambiance that is 
available at its shop in Fremont.
The Devout coffee bar inside Forager 
offers specialty coffee in a variety of fl avors 
that are all locally roasted and prepared to 
result in the perfect balance of fl avors. 
Located just 1.2 miles away from San Jose 
State University, Devout is a great place to 
get work done and enjoy a specialty coffee 
drink or pastry. 
Devout uses a high end craft-built Slayer 
espresso machine to extract their coffee 
beans. They extract all of their coffee in 
shop with the purpose of preserving the 
essential fl avor of the coffee. 
The menu includes the basic espresso-
based coffee drinks: cappuccino, americano, 
macchiato, mocha, latte and their variations. 
They also offer a small selection of pastries 
to accompany your coffee.
For my fi rst time there I decided to keep 
it simple and opted for a latte. It was served 
in a mug and the barista used the foam on 
top to design something that looked like a 
fl ower, an aesthetically pleasing touch.
The fl avors of the coffee were well 
blended, no one overpowering the other. 
Oftentimes some fl avors in coffee can 
linger and leave an acidic taste in your 
mouth. This latte did not leave a sour 
or bitter taste and was not too sharp or 
too sweet. It was easy to appreciate the 
subtleness of the fl avors.
With a minimally decorated interior, the 
vibe is very laid back and tranquil. The 
walls are a combination of dark grey and 
brick. Small string lights adorn the ceiling 
and light the space well enough without 
being harsh or distracting.
Because of it’s large open space and 
ample seating area, Devout is a great 
place to meet up with a group to do work 
or simply catch up over a cup of coffee. 
Customers can choose to sit on a stool at 
the coffee bar or grab a seat at one of the 
many tables or couches.
Devout fi rst opened to the public in 
August 2015 at the historic Niles Boulevard 
in Fremont. Before that, brothers Jon 
and Stevie were working out of a garage 
experimenting with roasting their own 
coffee with a BBQ grill turned coffee 
roaster. Their goal was to create coffee 
fl avors that are only found in specialty 
coffee shops.
These days it’s hard to fi nd a coffee shop 
that offers both high quality coffee and 
the environment that is associated with a 
modern coffee shop.
Although there are many coffee shops 
around SJSU, Devout stands apart from 
the rest because it offers people the 
opportunity to enjoy a specialty coffee 
drink different from other coffee shops for 
its quality and does so in a unique, work-
friendly environment. 
You no longer have to choose between a 
perfectly brewed latte and a space to get 
work done.
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(Left) Customers enjoy a cup of coffee at Devout Coffee Bar inside Forager Tasting Room and Eatery on S 1st St. (Right) Devout offers specialty lattes with foam designs.
Essence of Blackness celebrates roots of black culture
Students, faculty and community members came 
together Monday evening to celebrate black culture. 
SJSU’s African American Student Success Taskforce put 
on the third annual Essence of Blackness gathering in the 
Student Union Ballroom.  
The theme for this year’s Essence of Blackness 
was “celebrating our roots” with the goal of not only 
entertaining the community but also educating about 
the African continent and the Diaspora. The event was 
catered by Back A Yard, Jon Jon’s BBQ and Walia 
Ethiopian Cuisine.
Students and staff helped serve food alongside the 
caterers. Many of the students were not necessarily a part 
of an organization, but chose to volunteer for the event.  
“I feel like just getting out into the community or being 
involved in campus would be cool,” said communications 
studies junior Kiara Pitcher. “I was already coming so I 
might as well volunteer.” 
Health science junior Jessica Iyasere was among the 
multiple volunteers that helped serve food at the Essence 
of Blackness.
“I am a part of [SJSU’s Black Student Union (BSU)] so 
it’s always cool to give back to the community,” Iyasere 
said. “This is about black people so it’s perfect.” 
BSU president Armani Bell received the Harambee 
Award at the event. This award honors people who 
have worked together for the success of the African 
American community. 
“This is a yearly black event so for me to be honored with 
an award in front of the black populace for the work that I 
do with the community is important to me,” Bell said. “It’s 
nice to see the other people recognize me for doing things 
for the community.”
SJSU lecturer Michelle Randle also spoke at the event. 
She has held the position as director of the College of 
Applied Sciences and Arts Student Success Center in the 
past. She is currently the chair of the Harambee Committee 
and the organizer of the event.
The Taskforce refers to its large community events as 
a Harambee. 
“Harambee is a Swahili word meaning pull together,” 
Michelle Randle said. “So we want to pull together the 
African black community on campus faculty students staff 
as well as the larger campus community to support the 
success of black students.” 
The food and music at the event was meant to represent 
the culture of African people throughout the United States, 
Africa, and the Caribbean.
Back A Yard offered Jamaican and Caribbean style 
cuisine, Jon Jon’s BBQ provided soul food and barbecue 
and Walia’s had a variety of Ethiopian food.  
Music by the Shabang! Steel Drum Band played 
throughout the event. There were also musical 
performances and dances from the Akoma Arts group.
Before the group performed they asked if any members 
of the audience were over 60, then they proceeded to ask 
them for permission to proceed with their performance out 
of respect for elders.
According to Michael Randle, associate director of 
Academic Advising and Retention Services, over 300 
people signed up for the event. There were approximately 
over 200 people in attendance Wednesday evening. 
Randle spoke on how the task force has worked to 
increase the retention rates of African American students 
as well as other demographics at San Jose State who 
previously had low retention rates.
“One of the goals of the African American Taskforce 
was to also engage students intellectually,” Randle said.
The event was community based and although the focus 
was on black culture, anyone could attend. Administrative 
assistance to the AVP Felicia McKee and advisor for Black 
Grad said that they put together the Essence of Blackness 
event for students. 
“We do this for you so that you know you have someone 
here that supports you,” McKee said. 
TIANA WALKER| SPARTAN DAILY
Michael Randle, associate director of Academic Advising and Retention Services, gave out Harambee awards to students and staff. 
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The argument of defunding Planned 
Parenthood and essentially taking away 
a form of women’s rights has been an 
ongoing fi ght for months.
With the recent social media discovery 
that the government provides Viagra 
to men in the military, it has been 
exacerbated further.
Over the past couple of weeks, tweets 
have been at a low until a woman known 
as Tammi @taammiiM on Twitter 
brought the argument back to light. The 
young woman posted a picture on Twitter 
of a sign she made for A Day Without 
Women March on March 5 that read, 
“Viagra is gov’t funded ($41.6 mil/yr). If 
pregnancy is God’s will, so is limp d**k.” 
At first glance, the sign was quite 
comical because it was a humorous 
approach to a situation many people 
take seriously. 
Upon reading the sign a second time, 
I realized the more serious side of the 
message. I checked the facts to make 
sure it was true and when it turned out to 
be so, I was extremely aggravated. 
According to The Military Times, the 
U.S. Department of Defense plans to 
spend 41.6 million dollars on Viagra in 
providence to men in the military.
An argument of why men might need 
the commonly known erection pill is for 
outside reasons than getting ready for 
game time in the bedroom.
According to alternet.org, Viagra 
helps people with diabetes, pain and 
heart failure.
That’s nice and all but isn’t birth 
control used for situations other than 
preventing pregnancy? 
According to youngwomenshealth.org, 
birth control is also used to decrease 
acne, ease menstrual cramps, help with 
premenstrual syndrome (PMS) and 
regulate a woman’s menstrual cycle. 
I do not want to come off as insensitive, 
but if either of the two deserves free 
medication, women deserve birth control 
far more than men deserve free Viagra.
There are many other medications to 
help the other reasons beside getting a 
hard-on to take Viagra such as Advil or 
any other prescribed medications. 
Men love to make light of a woman’s 
menstrual cycle. Excuse me but we did 
not ask to have mood swings, cramps and 
everything else associated with a menstrual 
cycle three out of four weeks of every 
month. It gets pretty damn exhausting.
If men had to experience a menstrual 
cycle for just one day, they would 
understand our monthly struggle. 
Yes, some women do take the pill to 
prevent pregnancy. However, I classify that 
being cautious of unwanted possibilities.
Our society still shames women and 
the decision to have an abortion.  It 
doesn’t help that shame is also cast 
upon those using preventative strategies 
for pregnancy. Society shames women 
for having an abortion of an unwanted 
child, so why is it looked down upon 
for them to be smart and make sure that 
does not happen?
Sure, there are alternative 
contraceptives such as a condom, but 
it is better to have both than focusing 
on one. Statistics show that condoms 
prevent pregnancy 86 percent of the 
time.  Meanwhile, taking a birth control 
pill can increase that percentage to 99 
percent. Something could go wrong, 
whether it is the pill or the condom so 
using both decreases the chances of an 
unwanted pregnancy.
Either the government needs to stop 
funding Viagra to men in the military 
or they need to provide women service 
members with birth control as well.
It’s as simple as that.
Until we get the rights we deserve, 
I will gladly fight in this battle of the 
sexes. We as a society have made a 
lot of headway over the decades, so it 
shouldn’t be difficult to even out the 
sexual medication playing field.
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On March 6, newly confirmed 
Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development Ben Carson spoke to 
fellow employees from his own new 
department where he blatantly compared 
slaves to immigrants. 
“There were other immigrants who came 
in at the bottom of slave ships,” Carson 
said. “Who worked even longer, even 
harder, for less, but they too had a dream.”  
While I understand that he attempted 
to state that this country can still be 
considered the land of opportunity, 
comparing slaves to immigrants is 
beyond ignorant and idiotic. 
Yes, slaves came to United States as 
foreigners. However, let’s not forget 
that they were brought here by force 
and treated as property comparable to 
livestock. Slaves were forced to work 
in the fields under extreme heat to pick 
cotton and tobacco.
I’m sure they had dreams of their own, 
I doubt they believed that one day they 
would earn enough money, experience or 
skills to make a better life for themselves. 
Immigrant is defined by the Oxford 
English Dictionary as “a person who 
comes to live permanently in a foreign 
country.” OED defines slave as “a person 
who is the legal property of another and 
is forced to obey them.” 
Even by definition, these two groups 
of people have completely different 
explanations. The only  commonality 
is that immigrants and slaves are from 
different countries; however the reasons 
as to how or why they got here are 
completely different. 
As the child of an immigrant, I know 
firsthand the difficulties my family 
faced when they decided to come to 
a foreign country in order to make a 
better life for themselves in search for 
the “American Dream.” 
The difference is that my family was 
not forced to come here and they did 
work hard in order to prosper. 
This is not the first time Carson has 
said something so blatantly ignorant. 
Back in a 2015 interview with CNN 
political anchor Wolf Blitzer, Carson 
said, “I think the likelihood of Hitler 
being able to accomplish his goals 
would have been greatly diminished if 
the people had been armed.”
“Not only would I probably not 
cooperate with him, I would not just 
stand there and let him shoot me,” 
Carson said while on an episode of ‘Fox 
and Friends’ discussing the shooting 
at the Umpque Community College 
in Oregon. “I would say, ‘Hey guys, 
everybody attack him. He may shoot 
me, but he can’t get us all.”
On multiple occasions, Carson 
has demonstrated his complete lack 
of knowledge, common sense and 
knowledge of American history.
The fact that this man compared slaves 
to immigrants and is now the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development should 
make everyone fearful of his plans.  
I still believe that this is the land of 
opportunity where anyone can achieve 
their goals and dreams, it’s clear that 
Ben Carson did not pay attention in 
history class and misunderstands the 
concept of immigrants. 
Time and time again, Carson has 
shown his naïveté and obliviousness 
regarding any issue.
ELIZABETH RODRIGUEZ
STAFF WRITER
Th e “American Dream” does not include slavery
Don’t forget to substantially tip your waitress 
The restaurant business is not the life 
for me. 
I’ve been a server for a year and a half and 
while it is a fl exible part-time job, customers 
almost always make it unbearable. 
While Yelp reviews let customers rant on 
about the horrible customer service they 
have received, I have yet to see a site that 
tells people how to be a good customer. 
If no one has had the chance to tell you 
before about how to be a good customer, 
let me go ahead and be the fi rst to lay it 
down for you. 
Let’s’ start with not making your server 
stand next to your table for fi ve minutes 
while you try to decide what you want to 
order. It is okay to say you aren’t ready yet 
when they ask. 
Restaurants only have two temperatures 
of water — hot and cold. There isn’t any 
warm water option, please do not have us 
make it an option by mixing the two.
I would love if someone could explain 
to me what the deal is with ice and why 
so many people hate it. Ice being in your 
drink will not kill you, I promise.  
Order something you actually like. 
Don’t ask for an entrée and then modify 
so much it becomes a completely 
different item. If nothing on the menu 
appeals to you, it is okay to leave. I 
once had a customer order a mushroom 
pepperoni sausage pizza, then asked to 
take off the mushrooms and pepperoni, 
make the pizza gluten free and thin crust 
and add tomatoes and bell peppers.
When your server asks you if you need 
anything else, tell them everything that you 
need. Do not make them go back and forth 
from the kitchen to your table. Remember 
that your table isn’t your server’s only table.
If you do happen to need something, stay 
seated at your table. Unless it is an actual 
emergency, it is not okay for you to get up 
and walk to the kitchen. Your server will 
come by your table to check on you. One 
time I had a customer come back where we 
refi ll drinks just to tell me he needed an 
extra napkin.
Treat your server with respect. They are 
your server not your servant. A customer 
once answered “Diet Coke” when I asked 
the table: “how are you doing tonight?” Do 
not demand your order. Ask for it politely.  
I’m going to give you a little tip about 
tipping: do it. Please do not go out to eat if 
you cannot afford to tip at least 15 percent. 
Servers work hard and many rely on the 
tips they make to pay bills and support 
their families.
While leaving no tip or a 54-cent tip 
might not mean anything to you, to us 
it becomes personal. According to the 
Wall Street Journal, nearly 15 percent 
of the United States’ 2.4 million servers 
live in poverty. 
If the restaurant is closing in less than 20 
minutes, do not go inside. While you may 
be thinking that you’ll be fast, it causes 
not only your server to stay longer, but 
the entire restaurant staff as well. Many 
kitchens start to close and clean up 10-15 
minutes before closing. 
When you are done eating, please 
leave. Sure, you may want to catch up 
with friends or family, but the table 
you are sitting at could be fi lled with 
new customers, giving your server the 
opportunity to make more money.
A U.S. Census report determined that 
71 percent of the United State’s 19.7 
million college undergraduates are 
working students, many of these being 
servers like myself. Being a student is 
our primary job but then we go to work 
so we can support ourselves.  
I’ve thought about this issue of working 
hard for terrible customers and came to the 
following conclusion: your server doesn’t 
suck, you do.
KELLY BURNS
STAFF WRITER
OPINION 5Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Mar hk
Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively.
  Crossword PuzzleSudoku  Puzzle
Previous Solutions
Classifieds
ACROSS
. 1 Distinctive spirit of 
a culture
. 6 Fashionable health 
resort
. 9 Pronounce
 14 Hammerhead in 
the water
 15 It’s of general con-
cern
 16 Gandhi contempo-
rary
 17 Eagle’s nest
 18 Thing marksmen 
do
 19 Wrapped garments 
of India
 20 Like some neglect-
ed grass?
 23 It comes in the fall 
(Abbr.)
 24 Hawaiian keepsake
 25 Certain driving 
surface
 27 9HNPUNÄYLZ
 32 Bird with a short, 
upright tail
 33 Link with “neither”
 34 Medicinal plant 
^P[O`LSSV^ÅV^LYZ
 36 1\TWPUNVɈWVPU[&
 39 +VVYÄ_[\YL
 41 Neck warmer
 43 Word with “swings” 
and “rings”
 44 Animals’ cries
 46 Certain Halloween 
mischief maker
 48 Roll of cash
 49 0UUVJLU[PUL_WLYP-
enced one
 51 In a grave and 
sedate manner
 53 Bowmen
 56 Lyric poem with 
JVTWSL_Z[HUaH
forms
 57 Pine ___ (house-
hold cleaner)
 58 Title “I Heard 
It Through the 
Grapevine” owns?
 64 Annoying night 
sound
 66 Not let go to waste
 67 Coincide
 68 Track legend Mo-
ses
 69 Deli order, some-
times
 70 Stitch up again
 71 Ice bucket insert
 72 “Help, we’re sink-
ing!”
 73 Lets go of
DOWN
. 1 Jacob’s brother in 
Genesis
. 2 Now’s counterpart
. 3 0UÅPJ[WHPU
. 4 Dylan Bundy or 
Zach Britton
. 5 Kebab holders
. 6 It’s cotton-tipped
. 7 Skating duo
. 8 Tank’s “skin”
. 9 Get all the kinks 
out
 10 Type of indoor 
caddy
 11 Like some gaunt-
lets?
 12 Author Jong
13 Out of practice
 21 :P_LZH[KL-
grees
 22 “Ooh!” or “Whoa!”
 26 Make judgments
 27 A ghost in “Pac-
Man”
 28 Taboo thing
 29 Order from a sad 
photographer at a 
kid’s party?
 30 Many moons ago
 31 Hosiery problems
 35 Ship of Greek 
mythology
 37 Soccer score
 38 Flow in a circular 
current
 40 Far from stimulat-
ing
 42 Criminal and more
 45 A unit of conduc-
tance
 47 Signal of a soccer 
ejection
 50 To and ___
 52 A combining of 
corporations
 53 Any valuable thing
 54 Repetitive musical 
piece
 55 Hurts one’s toe, in 
a way
 59 Norwegian capital
 60 Moistens but good
 61 ¸(WWYV_PTH[LS`¹
 62 Let loose with the 
waterworks
 63 :[\ɈVUHM[LYWYPTL
time, often
 65 Oil-well contraption
`
Jokin’ Around
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What do you call a guy 
with rubber toes?
Answer: Roberto
What do ducks wear to 
weddings?
Answer: Duxedos
College students endure constant stress 
throughout the week, so it makes sense that 
many go out and have fun on the weekend. 
However, many women fi nd themselves in 
uncomfortable situations when they are 
supposed to be in a fun environment.
A lot of college-age girls feel 
intimidating pressure to dance or carry 
on an unwanted conversation with men 
who can’t take a hint.
A few bars and clubs throughout the 
United States have introduced a method 
to help women get out of bad situations. 
If in need of help, you can go up to the 
bar and simply order an “angel shot.” If 
you’re out on a Tinder date and it ends 
up being a “catfish” situation or if you 
simply feel like you’re in an unsafe 
setting, the bartender will know what to 
do upon ordering the shot.
This is a trend that can be a benefi t to 
people as online dating continues to develop.
According to Self magazine, a bar 
in Florida has a poster hanging in the 
women’s bathroom that explains that the 
drink neat indicates you need an escort 
to your car. If the drink is ordered with 
ice the bartender will set up an Uber 
or Lyft ride. If lime is ordered with the 
angel shot then the police will be called.
The influence for the shot came from 
a British restaurant that has a sign in its 
bathroom for women to ask for Angela 
as a sign they need help.
These precautions aren’t some way 
for women to escape from a bad date. 
It is here because many women find 
themselves in real danger in social 
settings, especially because we live in a 
time in when people believe “women are 
asking for it.” As if that’s a valid reason 
to endure harassment from strangers. 
“Going out at night is a risk that you 
are taking, especially when you are 
around men who are very aggressive,” 
said sociology senior Jordann Shields. 
The problem isn’t with a person asking 
to dance, buy you a drink or just trying to 
have a conversation.The problem comes 
when there isn’t a mutual understanding 
of the word “no.” 
When a woman says “no, but thank 
you” that doesn’t mean coerce her to take 
another drink or persuade her to keep 
talking. It means move on. There are 
plenty of people who may be interested.
Psychology senior Michaela Andrews 
said that some men feel entitled to 
invade your space. We have adapted to 
the fact that grown men think it’s okay 
to put their arm around and pull on a 
complete stranger. 
There may be loud music playing but 
I’m sure you can figure out a way to 
lean in and talk to someone that doesn’t 
indicate that you have the right to put 
your hands on another person.
 It’s this sense of entitlement or maybe 
arrogance that lead to death of 27-year-
old Mary Spears in Detroit. 
She was shot because she wouldn’t give 
a man her number. After being asked to 
leave by police he began shooting and 
killed her.
"Only because she did not want to give 
him the time of day,” her aunt said in an 
interview with Fox. “That was her right." 
Andrews takes extra precautions to 
avoid unsafe situations. 
“I go out in numbers,” Andrews said in 
attempting to avoid this sort of situation. 
“I’m always very vigilant, and if we’re 
drinking I make sure at least one of us 
is coherent enough to understand what 
is going on.” 
Even with these precautions she still 
doesn’t always feel safe. 
The best thing to do when you find 
yourself in an intimidating situation is 
to walk away, but sometimes you feel 
like you have to stand up for yourself. 
“Maybe it’s not the best thing to get 
into an argument with them,” Shields 
said. “There’s alcohol involved so it’s 
kind of unpredictable.”  
It’s probably not the best idea for a 
woman to get into an argument with an 
aggressive man with $2 alcohol in his 
system, but at the same time no one likes 
being taken advantage of or disrespected. 
One night my sister and I were on our 
way to the Lyft we ordered when a man 
apporaoched us. He boldly asked if we 
wanted to go back to his apartment. 
After we declined he had the audacity 
to respond “your loss.” 
I think we gained something by not 
accepting a stranger’s invitation to his 
home without even asking for our names. 
Men, if a woman says no to you, don’t take 
it as an insult. She’s simply not interested. 
It seems some men get offended 
and spout harsh words to inflate their 
wounded ego. 
Sorry that your feelings got hurt but 
you have no right to intimidate her to 
change her answer. 
It’s because of instances like this that 
the angel shot is needed. It provides a 
discreet way for woman to get out of a 
possible life and death situation. 
TIANA WALKER
STAFF WRITER
Follow Tiana on Twitter
@itsmetiana_w
Tonight, I’m going out with a guardian Angel
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 In February 2015, the New England Patriots won Super 
Bowl XLIX. That same month, San Jose State softball won 
seven consecutive games.
History has repeated itself as the Pats have once again 
won the Super Bowl and the Spartans, who haven’t suffered 
a loss since the March 4, are on another seven game 
winning streak after defeating the Iowa State Cyclones 
this morning, 4-1.
SJSU went 6-0 at the Davis Invitational with notable 
victories over the host Aggies (twice) and the Seton 
Hall Pirates.
Spartan softball head coach Peter Turner, who recently 
achieved win number 300, was pleased by his team’s 
performance over the past few days.
“Good teams win close games and bad teams lose close 
games,” Turner said. He believes tight games such as these 
can only help the Spartans moving forward.
“I’m pretty pleased that we had a lot of close games 
and we came out victorious,” Turner said. “It will help 
this young team grow.”
SJSU’s pitching over the win streak has been nothing 
short of magnifi cent, giving up just 11 total runs in 50 
innings pitched for a 1.57 ERA.
A signifi cant reason for the streak has been Spartan ace 
Katelyn Linford who fi nished the week with fi ve wins, and 
was even wrist-tapped in relief by Coach Turner Friday 
against UMASS for her third save of the year.
It’s safe to say that without Linford, SJSU would not have 
swept the tournament, as she has pitched tirelessly over the 
past week. “It’s a little more than I’m used to, but I will get 
used to it and adjust to it,” Linford said.
Linford’s aggressiveness and command has been her 
signature throughout the fi rst quarter of the season. 
However, she said she will make changes to improve her 
durability in counts.
“Instead of trying to make them hit a bad pitch, I’m 
making them hit my best pitch,” Linford said.
Linford has now thrown six complete games, is 10-2 and 
hugging a respectable 2.64 ERA on the season.
The Spartans were held hitless up until the fi fth inning 
by Cyclone freshman Brianna Weilbacher, who set an 
Iowa State record her last time in the circle, striking out 
14 in a 2-0 one-hit shutout versus Seton Hall.
It only took three hits to knock in four runs Saturday 
morning for the Spartans. Two of the three were triples.
However, the Spartans’ Emma Entzminger was hit by 
a pitch and later scored from fi rst thanks to a triple by 
Casey Watt.
Madison Aurin then drove Watt in on a sac fl y. SJSU later 
added two more in the sixth, extending the lead to four. 
Aurin would go on to tack another RBI in the sixth, giving 
her 13 on the year.
Hitting .351, Aurin leads the team in total bases and has 
been arguably the most consistent bat for the Spartans. 
“Sweeping the week, it felt really nice,” Aurin said. “It 
gave us a lot of confi dence.”
The Spartans have been tight-lipped about their win 
streak, putting the focus of seven innings at-a-time.
“We just go game by game,” Aurin said.
The Spartans earned themselves a six-day break as 
they improve to 17-9 on the season.
SJSU will turn the calendar to conference play Friday 
in Stockton for a St. Patrick’s Day matchup against the 
Nevada Wolfpack (13-8).
The Spartans have yet to rally together an eight-game 
winning streak since March 2013.
First pitch against Nevada is set for 7 p.m.
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Cross-town clash goes to San Jose State in 5-2 win
BACKHAND
San Jose State’s women’s tennis team 
defeated Santa Clara University on Sunday 
afternoon in a 5-2 win.
Sunday’s win was a collective effort for 
the Spartans.
They began the day sweeping doubles 
play by winning two out of three matches 
in straight sets which meant they didn’t 
need their number one doubles team, made 
up of Marie Klocker and Sybille Gauvin, to 
win their scheduled doubles match.  
Tamara Culbrick and Miyo Kobayashi 
beat Santa Clara’s Zeina El Tawil and 
Elizabeth Stephens handily, 6-2.
SJSU’s Marine Dans and Galle Rey 
overcame Caitlyn Frankel and Nabila 
Farah to give the Spartans the point and a 
1-0 lead going into singles play.
Kobayashi gave her team another point in 
her singles match and beat Giannina Ong 
in straight sets, 6-0 and 6-4.
“We have a lot of depth on this team 
so Miyo playing at six, you know that’s 
a tough out for anybody to beat us,” said 
head coach Chad Skorupa.
Culbirc also contributed to the 5-2 win 
over the Broncos in singles play by beating 
El Tawil 11-9 in a nail-biting tie breaker.
Klocker, who had a chance to become 
the most winning women’s tennis player 
in school history going into Sunday’s 
meeting, was named the Mountain West 
Women’s Tennis Player of the Week last 
week. Klocker was happy to win the award.
“It doesn’t change anything in my game 
but it’s great,” Klocker said. “I hope I will 
be named again.”
Klocker’s win over Danielle Silva, 
6-3 and 6-2 in straight sets, tied her for 
the most wins in the program’s history 
with 132.
“I am not worried, I will have many 
opportunities to do it [break the record] 
so I tied,” Klocker said. “That’s great and 
fi rst of all I won for the team so we won 
the match.” 
Skorupka had nothing but good things to 
say about his team, including last week’s 
Mountain West Player of the Week. 
“Marie’s got a very good all-around and 
complete game,” Skorupka said. “She can 
do that serve, she can stay back at the 
baseline, but most importantly she has very 
good hands, very good volleys which you 
don’t see a lot on the women’s side.”
Gauvin, who is the number one singles 
player for SJSU and is ranked 72 nationally, 
beat Broncos’ Madison Clarke in a close 
match to clinch the win for the Spartans. 
Skorupka said that all the matches 
were hard-fought and that Santa Clara 
is a tougher team to beat than their 
record implies.
“Sybille was down fi ve, four in the 
second set,” Skorupka said.“[She] was 
able to come back and win three straight 
games and I think that’s what really 
clinched the match.” Skorupka added that 
the out-of-conference win will help boost 
the Spartan’s confi dence heading into the 
second half of March, the home stretch of 
the season and leading up to the Mountain 
West Championship at the end of April in 
Las Vegas.
“It’s always good beating a cross-town 
rival,” Skorupka said.
The Spartans will have a chance to extend 
their win streak to three against Illinois 
State this Thursday at the Almaden Valley 
Athletic Club.
Klocker will also get another chance on 
Thursday to break the school record for 
most wins.
DAVID TAUB | SPARTAN DAILY
San Jose State’s Marine Dans gets ready to volley back to Santa Clara University’s Nabila Farah in SJSU’s win.
BY DAVID TAUB
STAFF WRITER
Follow David on Twitter
@davidtaub3
Dancesport gives its members something to waltz about
ISABELLE THAM | SPARTAN DAILY
Members of the dancesport club practice their routines before the Berkeley Classic in early March.
Linford leads San Jose State to seventh straight victory
SMOOTH MOVES
BY ERNIE GONZALEZ
THE SPEAR
San Jose State ace pitcher Katelyn Linford winds up to release a pitch.
KAVIN MISTRY | THE SPEAR (File image)
A certain sports team on campus has 
nothing to do with shooting baskets or 
scoring goals, but it does involve proper 
footwork and plenty of practice.
The Dancesport Team is San Jose 
State University’s competitive ballroom 
dancing team. Its members, although 
varying in dance experience and 
expertise, seem to have the same fervor 
for the performance art.
“Each year has always been different 
but it’s always been an honor of mine to 
meet new people and learn from them,” 
said Chien-Kai Wang, an SJSU alumnus. 
Wang graduated in 2014 but still has close 
ties to dancesport as a veteran member. He 
teaches weekly social dance classes that 
are open to the public, including American 
smooth, foxtrot, tango and salsa. 
“It [dance] encompasses a wide spectrum 
so you never get bored,” Wang said. “You 
always have a chance to explore something 
new so you have different ways to connect 
with other people who are passionate 
about dance.”
Alumnus Christopher Chen said the 
Dancesport team evolved from a group of 
friends into a small club of 10 people. He 
joined Dancesport in the fi rst year of its 
start-up while it was still called the Social 
Dance Club. With the help of kinesiology 
professor Bud Ayers, who eventually 
became one of the team’s fi rst coaches, 
the team was able to recruit members by 
mentoring in his social dance classes. 
Chen still stops by practice every so often 
when he has time. 
“It’s the people. [That’s] what has 
definitely kept me coming back,” 
Chen said. 
The Dancesport Team has grown to about 
30 members since its beginning in fall 2008. 
It has also founded its own competition, 
the Spartan Invitational Ball, that is 
usually held in the fall semester. Aside 
from the university’s own competition, the 
Dancesport team competes in two other 
college-level competitions — Stanford 
University’s Cardinal Classic and the 
Berkeley Classics at the University of 
California, Berkeley.
Performing at their best during 
competitions may be a huge goal for the 
club’s members, but the perks and lessons 
that come with Dancesport seem to be just 
as enjoyable, if not more rewarding. 
“One of the biggest sells I like to 
make [about dancing] is that I lost about 
15 pounds in my fi rst semester,” said 
computer engineering senior Joel Ramirez. 
“If you stick to it and you’re diligent about 
disciplining your body, you’ll see results 
whether you expect them or not.”
For Ramirez, weight loss just happened 
to be a byproduct of being a part of the 
Dancesport team. He said he joined after 
transferring to SJSU because he didn’t feel 
like he got a full college experience. 
“This club has been one of the 
greatest things I’ve ever joined. [It’s] 
one of the greatest groups of people 
I’ve had the pleasure of meeting,” 
Ramirez said. “It’s offered me a lot of 
new perspectives and it’s taught me 
what a partnership is all about.”
Coming from a lifestyle he referred to as 
quite miserable, Ramirez went from sitting 
in front of a computer for eight hours a day 
to quite literally waltzing across the room 
with his dance partner. 
“Training for a competition brings out 
the best and worst in you,” Ramirez said. 
“I made it clear that I was just going to 
have fun and have a good time. I’m not 
gonna be dancing with someone who I’ll 
be miserable with — that just defeats the 
whole purpose of this team.”
Follow Ernie on Twitter
@superego1012
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STREAKING
BY ISABELLE THAM
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